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Key Points:
e Drought conditions not currently a major concern for
the Northeast.

e Much of the southwestern US is currently experiencing
drought conditions.

e Drought conditions are expected to persist in the
Southwest

e New forecasts for the Northeast will be available after
the 8th of each month here: http://bit.ly/pdsi-x.

Northeast Region

Drought conditions are generally not present in the
Northeast (Fig. 1 and Fig. 2). However, there are a few
regions where moisture deficits have emerged in the
budget we use in our drought atlas (e.g., parts of VT, NH,
and ME). These deficits have lead to somewhat negative
drought index values (orange colors). We do not anticipate
drought conditions during the coming early three months
growing season (April, May, June), judging from both the
National Weather Service seasonal drought outlook or our
drought atlas seasonal forecasts (http://bit.ly/pdsi-x).

Continental US

Outside of the Northeast, much of the western US and
parts of the Central Plains are already experiencing
drought, despite it still being relatively early in the warm
season (Fig. 2). Those conditions are expected to persist
during the coming months (Fig. 3).
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Figure 1. NYS/NE Drought atlas maps from the first
three months of 2017.
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Drought Impact Types:

r~ Delineates dominant impacts

S = Short-Term, typically less than

6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands)
L = Long-Term, typically greater than
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology)
Intensity:

[] DO Abnormally Dry

[] D1 Moderate Drought

[ D2 Severe Drought

I D3 Extreme Drought

I D4 Exceptional Drought
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-
scale conditions. Local conditions may
vary. See accompanying text summary for
forecast statements.
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Figure 3. Seasonal drought outlook from the National Weather Service’s Climate Prediction Center [2].



